THUNDER, LIGHTNING, AND RAIN POLICIES

THUNDER:  Everyone must sit out of the pool for 15 minutes.  After 15 minutes, if no more thunder is heard everyone may return to the pool.  If it’s still thundering after 15 minutes, everyone must sit out an additional 15 minutes.  Call your GPM supervisor if it continues to thunder after the second 15 minutes has passed.

LIGHTNING:  At the first sign of lightning everyone must clear, not just the pool, but the pool area immediately for 30 minutes.  If no lightning is sighted after 30 minutes, swimmers may return to the pool area.  Call your GPM supervisor if lightning continues after the 30 minute period.

RAIN:  If it’s a rainy day you will be advised by your GPM supervisor if and when to close your pool.  You should call your pool or GPM supervisor before your shift to make sure your pool is open, and never assume the pool is closed because it’s raining.  GPM pools are divided into areas, and some of the areas may be closed while others remain open.  In the event of rain, we will sometimes reduce the number of lifeguards at the pool until we decide if and when to close.  When this happens you’re expected to make good use of your time by cleaning the bathrooms and guard room.  In case of thunderstorms, you will be advised by your supervisor if and when to close your pool.  NEVER, NEVER close your pool unless instructed to do so by a GPM supervisor.  Closing your pool without permission is cause for immediate termination.

NOTE:  It’s not uncommon to get complaints from pool members and guests when they’re made to sit out during thunder or lightning.  When this happens you should remind them that it’s your job to keep them safe, and they’ll be allowed back in the water just as soon as you determine it’s safe to do so.

